APPENDIX
ate of the best, and are based on old traditions and a
present understanding of our mutual interests. Almost
on the very eve of the outbreak of the Italo-Abyssinian
conflict we were carrying on a friendly exchange of
opinions with a view to bringing about by an amicable
collaboration of several countries an improvement in the
position of the Danubian region, which is near to us
geographically.
In the shaping of this conflict on the Geneva stage
the leading part was played by the action of the British
Government* I have no right to define Great Britain
as one of the parties to the dispute, for as long as the
question is handled in accordance with the normal pro-
cedure of the League of Nations, such a description
would be incorrect. When speaking of Great Britain I
wish to say that our relations with that Power are of
the best, as shown both in a number of activities at
Geneva and in the favourable development of trade
between our two countries. And it seems to be quite
improbable that there could be any discord between the
fundamental aims of British policy in Europe and the
vital interests of our own policy.
Our attitude towards the present conflict is therefore
absolutely impartial and disinterested Yet we par-
ticipated in the work of the League organs, and jointly
with the other members of those organs we have taken
certain exceptional measures known as sanctions.
This decision calls for an explanation. I think, in